The WALTER GROVER Historic
Farmington, Utah
ROCK HOME
T

he original small rock home at 630 North Main Street in

Farmington, Utah, is one of many stone structures that

sand made the mortar to lay the rock.

A stonemason was hired, either by Walter or his father,

helps set Farmington apart as a city with a distinguishing

to lay the rock walls, which were built two-feet thick—a

architectural heritage.

necessary insulating technique used at the time against cold

The home was built in

Walter did all the shingling himself and most of the

gift for his mother,

carpentry.

Elizabeth Walker Grover, a

with the finished home was,

Mormon handcart pioneer

"

It seems like heaven!

Elizabeth Grover lived in the home until all of her

England to Utah in 1856.

of her husband in 1886, she moved to Logan with her

eldest child, was just 19

years old when he started and finished the construction of

Building the home finally gave

in her absence.

house by Leo and Florence Manning, and in the 1990s

permanent residence for her and her four children.

foundation was

to build the home on the east end of the family farm.

The

laid by Bob Sutton

to further expand

farm was located on a plot of ground, which based on the

the footprint of

earliest 1875 Davis County records, was first surveyed by

the building to

'

Daniel W. Miller, one of Farmington s early settlers.

The title

She passed away in 1917.

In 1938 a three-room rock addition was added to the

an additional

Walter received consent from his father, Thomas Grover,

the north by

to the land appears to have been sold to Thomas Grover

several hundred

around 1876 by either Thomas White or Daniel Miller.

square feet.

Walter began the building of the home by chopping logs

in the Farmington canyons and hauling them to a

There they were made into lumber for

After the death

youngest son to care for her aging parents, renting the house

his mother—the sixth plural wife of Thomas Grover—a

Farmington sawmill.

"

children except the youngest were married.

Walter, Elizabeth s

the small two-room house.

'

Elizabeth s remark when Walter presented her

who emigrated from

'

Walter Grover
circa 1887

and heat due to the very poor shielding properties of stone.

1880 by Walter Grover as a

T

The Walter Grover home as
it appeared circa 1939

oday the home has been preserved and restored by its

current owner and occupant, Bob Aamodt.

To make use

of an existing foundation laid in the 1990s, a new rock

all the

addition was built on in 2008 that

heavy beams

provides

and floors.

office space to the north.

The floors, beams, and walls that

Walter

Walter Grover lovingly constructed

hauled rock

for his mother have been fully

from the

restored.

foothills for

the walls,

New rock additions to the north of the Walter Grover home
remain true to the distinguishing architectural heritage

and sand and clay from the shores of the Great Salt Lake west

of Centerville, using a yoke of oxen.

This clay and very fine

Replica windows and

doors have been installed and the

decor and furnishings of the

'

building designed to be true to the home s pioneer period.
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Point of Interest #1

Flooring:

Walter Grover cut logs in the

Farmington canyons and hauled them

Point of Interest #4

Two-foot Thick Walls:

The walls

were built

to a Farmington sawmill. There they were milled into

two-feet thick to insulate against heat and cold. This

lumber for all the floors. Walter laid the floor beams

practice was used at the time due to the very poor

himself and did most of the carpentry and finishing work

shielding properties of stone.

on the flooring for the two original rooms.

Point of Interest #2

Kitchen Addition:

Point of Interest #5

New Office/Work Space:

In 2008

Bob

In 1938, Leo and Florence
Aamodt took advantage of another foundation in the
Manning purchased the
1990s and added two additional offices, a common work

house and made important additions to the structure. The
area, a bathroom, and a garage. In 2018 the garage was
kitchen with indoor plumbing was added, along with a
converted to 3 additional offices and workspace
small bathroom. The

Mannings preserved

the pioneer style of

the home by including

wooden floors to

Point of Interest #6

Rice Memorial Conference Room:
The addition to the new foundation also includes a 15x30-

match the original
foot conference room, named in honor of Leonard Gurley
flooring of the house,
Rice, Bob Aamodt’s great, great grandfather and early

The kitchen addition
photographed 1939

and window and door
Farmington pioneer. The room celebrates Bob’s personal
framing similar to the
connection to the settling of Farmington by his forbears
1880 design.
and the rich pioneer heritage of the city.

Point of Interest #3

Two-room Addition:

In addition to the

kitchen, the

Mannings added two small bedrooms to the north side of

the home. The bookshelves in these rooms indicate where

the windows were placed by the Mannings. The walls were

built to match the 1880 home in thickness. Again, wooden

floors were laid to match as closely with Walter Grover’s

flooring as possible.

The Walter Grover home with additions
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Point of Interest #7

Period Furniture:

In an effort to preserve

the pioneer heritage of

the 1880 Walter Grover home, several pieces of furniture

from that era have been added to the home. These include a

rosewood sofa (circa 1860), and an arm chair from the

late 1800’s. Other antique pieces in the home include a

pump organ, buffet credenza, and German clock, all dating

from around the turn of the 19th century.

Point of Interest #8

Ralph Gibbons Art:

The Walter Grover

home has been

The Walter Grover home today, restored
and preserved by Bob Aamodt

Point of Interest #10

Beams:

Walter chopped logs in the Farmington

canyons and hauled them by oxen team to

recreated in watercolor by Farmington artist Ralph Gibbons.

a Farmington sawmill. There, some of the logs were

Gibbons has spent several years researching Farmington’s

rough-hewn into heavy beams for the floor and ceiling.

pioneer architectural heritage and then preserving that

Walter set the heavy beams on the foundation in

tradition through his artistic renditions of several of the

preparation for laying the floor, and the roof beams on

town’s stone structures, creating them as he envisions they

the walls, once the stonemason had laid them. Later

would have appeared in their early years. Several of Gibbons’

bringing the home up to fire, structural, and electrical

watercolor pieces representing some of Farmington’s

code required a renovation of the ceiling, making the roof

historic rock buildings are on display at the Walter Grover

beams no longer visible.

home.

Point of Interest #9

Foundation:

Point of Interest #11

Rock Walls:

Walter hauled rock from the

Farmington foothills for the

walls. A stonemason was hired, either by Walter or his

A cellar was dug and a rock

father, Thomas Grover, to lay the walls. The home is one

foundation laid by a stonemason, on

of 37 stone structures still standing in Farmington that

which eventually a small, two-room

was built from the area s plentiful field and foothill rock

home would be built by 19-year-old

during the city’s pioneer and agricultural period. The

Walter Grover as a gift for his

number of stone structures in Farmington gives the town

mother, Elizabeth Walker Grover.

'

Elizabeth Grover

a distinguishing architectural heritage.

